
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MARCH 4, 2019 
 

The Work Session of March 4, 2019 was called to order at 7:37 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Kasko, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 

were made. 

 

The first item discussed was the plan for the Boxwood Hall Rehabilitation.  The 

Administrator noted that Ed McManimon, as the legal counsel on this matter, had some 

concerns about the wording of one section of the plan.  He will review this with the 

Planner, Michael Sullivan.  Once that has been finalized, we will move forward with 

approving the plan at a public meeting.  

 

This led to a brief discussion on the status of the mass and scale ordinance.  The 

Administrator advised that there is one portion that needs to be finalized by our Planner, 

T&M Associates.  They are meeting with the Planning (PB) sub-committee tomorrow 

evening to go over this portion.  The next step would be to adopt the ordinance and put 

it before the PB in April.  Although we may not introduce the ordinance until the March 

26th Commissioner Meeting, it could still be provided to the PB for review at their April 

meeting. 

 

A request for our Fire Official to amend the ordinance regarding the type of smoke 

detectors allowed was reviewed.  It was pointed out that this was a change at the State 

level that requires all battery-operated smoke detectors be of the 10-tear battery type.  

Mayor Rochford asked what the requirement was at this time.  The Administrator replied 

that there is no specific type required.  She also noted that this change only affects 

residential properties.  The Mayor then asked how this would be enforced, to which she 

replied that it would be done when a home is sold.  He then asked if this had been 

announced to the public and what was the price difference for this new type of detector.  

The Administrator replied that this requirement is already on our website and everyone 

coming in for this inspection is being provided the information.  As for the price point, they 

probably cost anywhere from $10 to $35 dollars.  Commissioner Kasko asked if there were 

any changes to the hard-wired type of detectors.  The Administrator noted that this only 

applies to the battery-operated ones.  Commissioner Moscatelli commented that new 

homes are required to be hard-wired by code.  Commissioners agreed to put the 

ordinance on the next agenda, once it was confirmed that the battery back-up on a 

hard-wired system was still authorized to be a 9-volt battery, or if that has changed as 

well. 

 

The Borough Solicitor then reviewed the draft amending ordinance for Solid Waste 

Collection requiring that trash cans must contain the homeowner’s street address.  It was 

noted that this should only be for downtown business and residents, not for the entire 

down.  The Solicitor stated he would re-draft the document for the Commissioner’s 

review.  It was also agreed that the ordinance would be effective 30 days after adoption 

so that there would be sufficient time to comply with the ordinance.  Commissioner 



Moscatelli noted that this would give the borough enough time to send out a letter to 

everyone affected. 

 

In reference to the structure work needed at the Little House (Interfaith Caregivers facility 

in borough hall parking lot), Commissioner Moscatelli and the Administrator both 

recommended holding off on moving forward with this work.  Due to the recent issues 

with the partial wall collapse in the basement, more work may be needed and the cost 

estimate may change.  Mayor Rochford and Commissioner Kasko agreed to hold off on 

this project until further information was gathered.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that 

could be included in the 2020 capital plan, if it was decided to go that route. 

 

The March 12th agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to remove the 

proclamation as no one would be attending the meeting to receive it.  Additionally, the 

mass and scale ordinance would be moving to the March 26th agenda.  The 

Administrator stated that she is working on a presentation regarding the Bancroft 

settlement agreement with Fair Share Housing Corporation (FSHC) that would be 

presented at the March 12th meeting.  She also noted that the Borough’s Council on 

Affordable Housing (COAH) Planner, Mary Beth Lonergan from Clarke Caton & Hintz 

would not be able to attend the meeting due a previously scheduled obligation.  Mayor 

Rochford did not feel it was necessary to have Ms. Lonergan attend the meeting.  The 

Commissioners agreed to asking Ed Schmierer, the COAH Attorney, is he could attend.  

 

In reference to the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH), Commissioner Kasko 

announced that there was nothing new to discuss.  They are working on finalizing their 

budget, which will come before the Commissioners for review and approval once done. 

 

At 8:00 p.m. Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

personnel issues, Bancroft negotiations, litigation, and collective bargaining issues.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Kasko and approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:04 p.m., where the motion had 

included the adjournment of the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


